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kept surging into China after the
economic reform and opening of
its markets 28 years ago when the
economy of PRC has taken off. At
the same time, the powerful growth
of the national economy brought
the domestic enterprises looking for
development and investment outside
mainland China.

The total offshore Chinese
enterprises was above 10 thousand
as at December last year and the
external investment has reached 50
billions US dollars, invested in more
than 160 countries and regions two-
third of which from Asia. The overseas
Chinese are encouraged by this
momentum.

Being an important commercial
place of global metropolitan country,
Singapore attracted more than
1500Chinese enterprises pouring
in their investments to date. 100
Chinese capitals have listed in our
Share Market as at the end of April
this year. The government values
this trend and supports the potential
Chinese capitals coming to Singapore
for listing.

Due to the above circumstances,
we , the Organizing Committee of the.
Grand Celebrations decided t g
the initiative to hold the 1st N
Economic Forum@ Singapore as
one of the events which will dray
specialists, scholars, success
entrepreneurs and politicians as
well as economists locally and
internationally, gathering in Singapore
to share and exchange views at this
auspicious occasion.
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The Trip To Nan'an

he week before the June holidays, my father

asked me if | preferred to go overseas to
China or to stay in Singapore. Being a typical
student who hated school, | cannot wait to
get away from school. In the end, | decided to
follow my father to China.

In my mind, | had thought China was
boring, backward and the food there is
definitely worse than my mother’s cooking. My
perception changed drastically upon arriving at
the town called Nan’an Town. | had previously
thought that there would not be any hotel, but
in the end there was this huge mega structure
right before me. It looks better than the one |
went in Kun Ming.This trip was way better than
| thought it would be. The accommodation is
definitely good.

We arrived and had our food at room in
the hotel. We were served a particular beef. It
tasted so tender and once it is in your mouth,
you could taste its tenderness and quality of
the meat there. It shows the culinary skills of
the chefs there.

The next day, | had one huge bone
brought to me, with a straw sticking out of the
hollow part of the bone. | peered into it and saw
some white substance and | did not finish what
was inside. Later, | went to this huge company
which has a restaurant to have dinner. There,
we had snake soup! The soup had chopped up
pieces of snake meat floating. The patterns of
the skin were still on it. Looks can be deceiving.
The soup tasted so delicious and the snake
meat tasted like fish. The Chinese people sure
have the weirdest different delicacies | have
ever seen. Being a Chinese myself, | had never
tasted those food in Singapore.

On the second day, we went to this
company called Jomoo. The place is very big
and spacious. While sight-seeing there, | came
to realize that some of the buildings is where
the workers lived their families. | was shocked.
In Singapore, we do not have that happening. |
think that Singapore ought to learn from China
as this will make the workers while working
feel comfortable working, productivity would
increase; more profits would be earned which
results in better living.

On the last day, my father decided to
go and find our relatives in Nan’an of Fujian
Province. When we arrived, the place looked
ancient but was kept at very good condition.
It looked a museum. The stairs were made
of concrete and not cemented correctly. My
father’s uncle is physically and mentally healthy
and strong. There, | think they do not intake
as much artificial food and flavorings like us. |
really admire how fit he is.

In conclusion, this trip there was better
than being in school. Back in school, you will
not have the first hand experience of tasting,
seeing as well as hearing the sights and
sounds in China. | am looking forward to the
next trip.
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